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And then many will be offended, will betray one another, and will hate 
one another. 11 Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive 
many.12 And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will 
grow cold.      Matthew 24:10-12 NKJV 
 
Then He said to the disciples, “It is impossible that no offenses 
should come… Luke 17:1 NKJV 
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After some time Paul said to Barnabas, “Let’s go back and visit each 
city where we previously preached the word of the Lord, to see how 
the new believers are doing.” 37 Barnabas agreed and wanted to take 
along John Mark. 38 But Paul disagreed strongly, since John Mark 
had deserted them in Pamphylia and had not continued with them in 
their work. 39 Their disagreement was so sharp that they separated. 
Barnabas took John Mark with him and sailed for Cyprus. 
 Acts 15:36;39 NLT 
 
1. YOU HAVE ____________ CONTROL OF WHETHER PEOPLE 

BECOME OFFENSIVE. 
 

2. YOU HAVE ____________ CONTROL OF WHETHER YOU 
BECOME OFFENDED. 
 
It’s hard to let go of an offense when… 

 
● _______________________________________ 

 

● _______________________________________ 

Get rid of all bitterness, rage, anger, harsh words, and slander, as 
well as all types of evil behavior. 32 Instead, be kind to each other, 
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God through Christ has 
forgiven you. Ephesians 4:31-32 NLT 
 
 
3. YOU HAVE ____________ CONTRL OF WHETHER YOU STAY 

OFFENDED. 
 
Make allowance for each other’s faults, and forgive anyone who 
offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must forgive 
others. Colossians 3:13 NLT 
 
Aristarchus, who is in prison with me, sends you his greetings, and 
so does Mark, Barnabas’s cousin. As you were instructed before, 
make Mark welcome if he comes your way.  Colossians 4:10 NLT 
 
Timothy, please come as soon as you can. 10 Demas has deserted 
me because he loves the things of this life and has gone to 
Thessalonica. Crescens has gone to Galatia, and Titus has gone to 
Dalmatia. 11 Only Luke is with me. Bring Mark with you when you 
come, for he will be helpful to me in my ministry. 
 2 Timothy 4:9-11 NLT 
 
The first time I was brought before the judge, no one came with me. 
Everyone abandoned me. May it not be counted against them. 17 But 
the Lord stood with me and gave me strength so that I might preach 
the Good News in its entirety for all the Gentiles to hear. And he 
rescued me from certain death. 2 Timothy 4:16-17 NLT 
 
 

Evidence of the Spirit-empowered life is your willingness to 
 

___________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


